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Legends & Legacies – the origin of the organization 
 

Henry and Mabel Profant moved from Chicago to Santa Barbara in 1922.  He was one of the founding doctors of what became the S.B. Medical Foundation, but at the time was called "The Clinic".  Both were pianists who participated on the Boards of CAMA and the Music Academy of the West.  Henry entertained his patients by playing piano while on house calls, and it wasn't always clear which was more effective – the music or the medicine!  

 

Their daughter Dorothy became a concert pianist (as the protégé of Florence Fernald) and performed at the Lobero Theater.  Their son Bob was a Professor of Marine Biology at SBCC and helped the Museum of Natural History for decades, ultimately launching the Sea Center.  His brother John was my father.  After attending Santa Barbara High School, John went to UCLA and then remained in Manhattan Beach during his 35 year career in Administration at Northrop Aircraft.  

 

While visiting his mother in 1950, John happened to go to El Paseo during Fiesta. He had been teaching ballroom dance, and performing at the County Bowl with Jose Manero’s company, so when he asked my mother Lyn, a former ballerina, to dance, it was magic.  A few years before she had toured the Courthouse, and from the tower overlooking the town the docent had raved about the elegance of Fiesta, the full moon, and the romantic evenings at El Paseo.  Now she was experiencing the legend firsthand!  Lyn, a teacher at Franklin School, went home that evening and told her girlfriend she had met THE man of her dreams.  The girlfriend was so disappointed: she had wanted to introduce Lyn to someone so perfect ...and it turned out to be the same John Profant!  Their first date included a CAMA concert, followed by a ride along Cabrillo Boulevard, while he sang "La Vie En Rose" en francais…......their mutual love of the arts would influence their entire lives together.

 

Later on John and Lyn would help found a dance company that is now in its 25th year - all because they believed in the talent of one choreographer.

 

John's goal in retirement was to return to his family’s home and in some way help the artistic community.  He wasn't able to do that, as he died shortly after retiring.  In January 2000 Lyn decided to fulfill that goal, and established the John E. Profant Foundation for the Arts.  Her background as an educator is reflected in our mission to help developing artists, and her determination in persuading John - an excellent tenor - to start taking singing lessons in his 40s, is reflected in our commitment to help artists of all ages cultivate their talents. 

 

This new organization needed the perfect venue to announce their scholarship program, and where else could this be but at the Courthouse - which just happened to have an empty stage on the Sunday of Fiesta.  The first Fiesta Finale was held in 2000 on the 50th anniversary of John and Lyn’s first dance together.  Scholarship funds are raised primarily through the Finale’s Gala dinner party which begins within the historic Courthouse and then moves into the beautiful Sunken Gardens.  There, under the stars, the patrons enjoy a vibrant performance of professional opera singers, ballet and flamenco dance – a concert which is also free for the public.

John and Lyn’s four daughters grew up in Manhattan Beach, but visited Santa Barbara every holiday, and participated in every Children’s Fiesta parade.  As time passed they found that raucous music and drinking in the streets had ruined the legendary ambiance and romance of the gardenia scented August nights.  Little did they know that some 30 years later, they'd lead a crusade to bring back that elegant time and share professional performances with the community - believing that exposure to just one evening of fine art can change a person’s life.

 

Please join us!    Marie Profant
To Past Recipients of Profant Scholarships: Tell us what you are doing & your contact info.
2007 Application
Application and Guidelines for Scholarships from the John E. Profant Foundation For The Arts. These are funded by community support of the annual Fiesta Finale as well as by contributions, grants and bequests. 

The mission of The John E. Profant Foundation For The Arts, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, is to assist developing artists in the categories of music, dance, art, drama, and literature. We are offering scholarships ranging from $500 to $2000, to applicants who successfully complete the audition and review process. The scholarships shall not be limited by age and may be used to provide basic living support as well as tuition depending on individual needs. Successful applicants may reapply for continuing support. 
Preference may be given to artists unable to qualify for traditional scholarships, i.e. age, financial situation, etc. The selection committee will consist of established artists residing outside the County of Santa Barbara. 

Guidelines: 
Applications must be postmarked no later than May 31, 2007. The outside envelope must clearly state the category; dance, art, music, drama, or literature. You are welcome to apply in more than one category, however, you must submit a separate packet (envelope, application and enclosures) for each category. Applicants must be residents of the County of Santa Barbara. 
The application consists of two parts: 
1. The Application Form - please enclose 3 copies of your completed form. 
2. Supporting Material 
· Performing Arts Applicants: (dance, music, and drama) must include a short (NO MORE THAN 10 MINUTES) video tape of your work. NO DUETS OR ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCES PLEASE. Production quality of the video tape will NOT be considered, as long as it adequately represents your talent. 
· Visual Arts Applicants: must include 8 x 10" photographic prints of your work, no less than three, no more than ten. Inkjet or photocopied images are acceptable. 
· Literature Applicants: must submit representative samples, not to exceed five typed pages. 
Three copies of your application and one copy of your supporting material (video, photos, or written material) must be included within one envelope. Clearly mark each photo, written document, or video with your name and phone number. These materials will not be returned. 
Mail your applications with supporting material to: 
John E. Profant Foundation for the Arts 
Attn.: Review Committee 
3905 State Street, Suite 7 - 128 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105. 
Recipients will be notified and awarded funds in September at the Courthouse Mural Room Award Ceremony. Unsuccessful applicants will be notified by e-mail. Funds awarded are to be used for the purpose described in the application. A Monitor from our organization will follow-up to assist scholarship winners in following the guidelines to receive funds. 
The Application Form 
Print the following questions, complete and mail them with the required materials described above. No email submittals will be accepted. 
Name: 
Phone Number: 
Address: 
(You must reside in, or attend school in Santa Barbara County. Can be Santa Barbara resident temporarily attending school outside the county.) 
E-mail Address: 
(If you do not have a personal email address, submit an email address of a friend or relative who can contact you. This is required for future communications.) 
Social Security Number (last 4 digits): 
How did you hear about this application? 
Category: 
Description of Enclosed Material: (video, prints, document) 
Your Plans for the Funds: 
A) Check One Category: 
___ Classes/Workshop
___ A project benefiting the community
___ Other ________________________
B) Describe your Goals: In 500 words or less, describe your talent, how you plan to develop your talent, what are your unique needs, and if your application is successful, how will the funds be used?

 
Helping artists on their voyage…
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:     For additional information please contact Marie Profant, Profant Foundation For The Arts at (805) 682-8184 or mprofant@aol.com


Announcing: Annual Scholarship Application Period 


Deadline Date: May 31, 2007


Applications: See “Scholarships” at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.profant.org" ��www.profant.org� (also see attached detail)


The Profant Foundation For The Arts, is a non-profit 501-c3, all-volunteer organization.   Our committee includes a vast spectrum of talented professionals who donate their time and talent throughout the year.  We welcome those who would like to make a difference by supporting our mission and projects.  ��Our Mission: Preserving Santa Barbara’s cultural heritage and assisting artists of all ages in the community, through scholarships, exhibits & performances.   Sometimes life gets in the way of our dreams, and we believe everyone should be encouraged to pursue their talents.


Annual event:  Fiesta Finale - Presenting professional performers of music and dance, provides exposure to the arts for the community, and is enjoyed by those of all ages and income levels.  The patron dinner party funds the scholarship program.


New Project: Rosabella – a book, dvd & ballet in development with a message for all – to Find, Follow and Live Your Dreams.  Proceeds will fund the scholarship program.





With the help of many, we have provided performances and exhibits showcasing several organizations, and given over 150 scholarships to artists, musicians, actors, writers, film makers, and dancers in Santa Barbara County.  From our youngest recipient - a nine year old violinist - to our oldest - a 75 year old painter - people of all ages are given the special gift of pursuing their talents and enriching all our lives in the process. 
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